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December 29th, 2013 
 
Dear Concerned Citizens/Residents of Bequia, 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to bring you up to date to the recent flooding that has in 
effect crippled a significant portion of the population on the mainland of St. Vincent. The 
December Rains/Floods as they are being called occurred on the night of the 24th of December 
and continued through Christmas morning. We all know that Christmas wasn’t quite Christmas 
this year but further to that, the floods stole lives, destroyed families and displaced hundreds of 
people- emotionally, physically and spiritually. 
 
The devastation and insight into the catastrophe and destruction that was felt island wide 
slowly came to the surface and was most evident through social media. The impact of these 
floods has changed the course and future of this country overnight, and most of its unfortunate 
and impoverished citizens have been left in the wake of this destruction and disrepair. The 
victims are in desperate need of support to try to pull their lives back together and stabilize the 
forward motion and progression of this country.  
 
As of the 28th of December the following statistics were released by NEMO, the National 
Emergency Management Organization and we share them with you to shed the light on the dire 
circumstances that currently being faced by a great percentage of the Vincentian public.  
 

- 9 people are confirmed dead.  
- 4 missing  
- Level 2 disaster declared for SVG [This is expected to rise if relief motions aren’t made to 

stabilize those in need. Level 2, refers to an incident at the national level for which local 
resources are used, but for which local resources are inadequate. Meaning that we need 
regional and international support soonest. 

- 11 towns have been declared disaster areas including: Vermont Valley, Spring Village, 
Dark View, Chateaubelair, Fitz Hughes, South Rivers, Colonaire, O’Brians Valley, Spring 
Village (Georgetown), and Fancy.  

 
Currently they are 209 people in shelters in Buccament, Rose Bank, Spring Village, 
Chateaubelair and South Rivers. This number will rise in the coming days.  
 
Assessment on housing for accessible areas of the Leeward side of St. Vincent: 

- 30 houses washed away; 
- 50 damaged and structurally unsound (these do not include flooded homes); 
- 500 persons displaced; 
- State providing food for 300+ persons for the next 2-3 weeks.   

 
The Windward side has yet to be assessed.  
 
Infrastructure: 
 

- Major damage to Roads and Bridges; 
- Number of bridges completely destroyed. Structural integrity of other bridges under 

evaluation; 
- Majority of river defenses destroyed; 
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- In Colonaire and Vermont, the rivers are now 100% wider than before. As such, many 
homes are now within the expanded river bed/flood zone. The river in Vermont now 
runs through the Emerald Isle Casino; 

- Milton Cato Memorial Hospital flooded, Massive equipment loss; 
- Internal Roads and interior villages still inaccessible. 

 
 
Immediate Pressing Needs include: 
 
- Bottled Water; 
- 1,000 Mattresses and Cots; 
- Building Materials for homes; 
- Financing for infrastructural replacement.  

 
 
Concerned Citizens of Bequia is continuing relief efforts in its Rise Up campaign and will be 
working in collaboration with Action Bequia, The Bequia Tourism Association, a local 
representatives of the Epatoma Foundation, and the SVG Red Cross Society to raise support for 
the victims of the December Floods in St. Vincent.  
 
On Friday, 27th of December we were able to raise the following support with little outside 
assistance through the creation of a robust social campaign that was piloted through Facebook 
and the media houses of SVG.  
 
Rise Up collected 27 barrels of food, clothing, toiletries, linnets and approximately 44 other 
packages contain water and other items. The items were transported free of charge on the MV 
Bequia Express with the assistance Cardon Hercules and was delivered to the SVG Red Cross 
Society for distribution on Saturday and Sunday to affected areas on the Windward and 
Leeward sides of St. Vincent. The sum of $6,500 dollars was collected with $4000.00 turned into 
food and the remaining $2,500 used to buy much needed medical supplies.  
 
The Concerned Citizens of Bequia have remained in touch with the Red Cross on a daily basis 
and have been receiving updates on new developments on the mainland. As of Sunday the 29th 
of December, Julia Simmons of the Red Cross alerted us to current needs present on the ground.  
 
They include: 
 
- Funds: cash and cheques will be accepted. All cheques should be made out to SVG Red Cross. 
All moneys will be turned into medical supplies. Medical supplies- not limited to antibiotics, 
medicine for those suffering from Asthma, diabetes, hypertension...etc, and rubbing alcohol. The 
Red Cross is working with the Ministry of Health, and we will be publishing the full medical list 
of critical needs as soon we can.  
- Bottled Water. 
- Blankets, sheets sets (full and queen), pillows and linens. 
- Mattresses and cots for about 1000 people.  
- Toiletries- Toothpaste, Soap, Toothbrushes, Deodorant, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels 
- Bath Towels 
- Diapers- adult and baby 
- Mops, Buckets, Washing powder, soap powder, disinfectants etc.  
 
We are appealing to the public, private sector, business owners and homeowners of Bequia to 
come out and show that your generosity isn’t limited to what you have done but what you can 
do.  
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On the 31st of December, the last day of the year, we will be under the Almond Tree ready to 
take donations for the items listed above. For those of you who have mattresses and or cots that 
need to be picked up, please let us know, and we will arrange trucks to come by your area to 
collect the material. We will be doing this by town and would need to co-ordinate to have things 
run as smoothly as possible.  
 
Please contact Holly Bynoe at 458 3389 or 493 2825 for more information.  
 
The station under the Almond Tree will be set up from 9am to collect water, funds, blankets, 
sheets, linens and all items mentioned above ONLY. No clothing will be collected at this time.  
 
As Mahatma Gandhi said ‘Be the change that you wish to see in the world,’ there is still time to 
#PAYITFORWARD and to make your action count.  
 
RISE UP. 
 
With thanks. 
 
 

 
Holly Bynoe 
Concerned Citizens of Bequia 
 
 
 
 
Richard Roxbrough 
Action Bequia 
 
 
 
 
Antoinette Cozier 
The Bequia Tourism Association 
 
 
 
 
Zoe Cordice 
Epatoma Foundation 
 
 
 
 
Julia Simmons  
The St. Vincent Red Cross Society 


