
“Whether intentional or not, there seems to be a huge character quietly looming across 
this book series: Bequia, the island herself.” ~ Karen Parker, Texas

A Caribbean getaway … with a little mystery on the side

Running away from Canada, Maraina hopes to forget a failed 
marriage and the death of her husband by embarking on a 
whole new life. She moves lock, stock, and two cats to the 

small Caribbean island of Bequia. But the move brings more 
than she could have imagined. New friends ask her to help 

solve a recent murder in the expat community. And then 
there’s the problem of her neighbours, a young woman and 

her children seemingly abandoned by family and friends.
Mariana believes they need her help and, by becoming 

involved, she is carried along from wanting to simply “live 
with the locals” to being overwhelmed by their culture, one so 
vastly different to what she had left behind in Canada that she 
doesn’t know who among her expat friends she can turn to for 
advice. So she carries on regardless and discovers that Bequia 

isn’t exactly the tropical paradise it had promised to be.

“I heartily recommend this novel that takes the 
reader on a roller-coaster ride through gorgeous 

landscapes and a unique though often 
frustrating culture in a story that seldom lets 
the reader rest and never lets the reader 
down. Humour, suspense, a thoroughly 
satisfying narrator—and yes recipes, several 
of which I can’t wait to try—combine to make 
this another well-executed work by a skilled 

craftsperson.” 
~ David A. Poulsen, author of mystery novels, 

books for teens, co-author of a cookbook, actor, 
and award-winning Rodeo Announcer

Susan M. Toy has been a bookseller, an 
award-winning sales rep for publishers, 
an author impresario, and now is a 
writer and publisher. She shares her 
time between a trailer in Canada and a 
house, with four cats in the yard, on the 
Caribbean island of Bequia.
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